
Certificate of Appropriateness 

(COA) 

A COA is a document issued by staff or 
Architectural Review Committee (ARC) 
certifying that the proposed exterior 
alteration to a structure or property 
complies with the Design Guidelines. An 
exterior alteration includes changes to all 
sides of the building, the front and rear 
yards, and streetscape. 

When to apply for a COA? 

The time to apply for a COA is belore 

proceeding with any exterior changes. Any 
work completed without a COA could lead 
to fines and/or penalties. There is no fee 

for COA applications. 

The COA application can be found on the 
Office of Planning & Design Services' 
website: 

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/ 
pla nning-desig n/historic-preservation­
urban-design 

For any questions or concerns, please 
contact Landmarks Staff at (502) 
574-6230.
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