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Neighborhood Events 

     

     The site of the Cherokee Triangle 
Association's Fall Membership Party on 
Glenmary Avenue was originally devel-
oped in 1931 as a garage for the property 
behind it on Ransdell Avenue. 
    Easy to miss because it's set off the 
street with a deep front yard, a circular 
drive and mature trees, this lovely home 
is tucked into its setting the way cottages 
in the English Cotswalds are often 
tucked into their villages. Although the 
home was built in 1931, it looks as if it 
could have been built earlier. A small 
sign in front by the entrance to the drive 
reads, ‘The Mews.’  
    According to Wikipedia, “Mews is 
primarily a British term formerly de-
scribing a row of stables, usually with 
carriage houses below and living quar-
ters above, and...built along a street be-
hind large city houses.” 
    The current owners, Mary Alexander 
and John Downard, are hosting members 
of the Cherokee Triangle Association for 
the annual Fall Membership Party on 
Oct. 10, 2015 from 7-10 p.m. Mary Al-
exander is a well-known designer and 
John Downard serves on the CTA board. 
    Mary and John happened upon this 
special property in 1998 when they saw 
a gentleman sitting in a chair in the front 
yard with a long blue electrical cord at-
tached to the television he was viewing.  
    Mary said, “John and I admired the 
two beech trees in the front yard. They 
were so big they had to be one hundred 
years old. We approached Alexander 
Stewart, the owner and gentleman sitting 
in the yard, and asked whether he would 
be interested in selling the house and 
whether we could see it. He replied that 
he would have to ask his wife.” 

    Mary continued, “The Stewarts did 
take us on a tour of the house and we 
offered them more than the asking price 
Mr. Stewart had given us. 
    “During the years we've lived in the 
house, we have remodeled the kitchen 
and added space to it. The original kitch-
en had no heating/air conditioning and 
during the winter, John and I would 
come home from work and turn on the 
oven and leave the oven door open to 
make the kitchen warmer. When we re-
modeled and expanded the kitchen, we 
added a breakfast area, pantry, laundry 
and bath. We kept the vintage O'Keefe & 
Merritt stove, original to the kitchen. 
We’ve also enlarged the master bed-
room, and just added a screened porch 
off the great room. 
    “The first few years we lived in the 
house, the Stewarts lived in the town-
house to the left of our home. Mrs. Stew-
art would see me 

By  Linda Grasch 

Continued on page  3 

The living  room of the “mews” welcomes guests to the membership party [with its beamed 
ceiling and Fireplace.]   (Photo by Jerry Grasch) 

Fall Membership Party To Be Held on Glenmary Avenue 
At the ‘Mews’ 

 

Adopt-a-Park 
 

Third Saturday of  
Each Month through 

October 
Willow Park  

Week in the 
Highlands 

Empty Bowls 

Oct. 3-11 
 

Thursday, Oct. 8 

CTA 
Fall Membership  

Party 

Saturday, Oct. 10 
Invitations  will be 

mailed. 

Family  
Fun 

Festival 
Sunday, Oct.18 

From 1 to 5 p.m. 
Willow Park. 

Historic  
Preservation Tax 
Credit  Workshop 

Saturday, Oct 17 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Brennan House 
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Message from Louisville Metro              
Councilman, District 8 

    This growing season, my family paid 
upfront to underwrite an area farmer’s 
planting and labor costs in the expecta-
tion that we’d get a healthy share of 
fresh garden produce delivered weekly.       
The problem though has been that there 
has been too much rain and the yield 
has not met expectations. While we’re 
disappointed, we went into our invest-
ment with our eyes wide-open and cer-
tainly don’t want a reimbursement.  
We’re looking forward to next season.   
    Our summer experience  is in some 
ways analogous to your investment in 

Editorial: 
 Preservation needs 
Proactive Approach Tom Owen 

your local government and municipal 
services.-- You expect your taxes and 
fees we’re all flinching from a recent 
round of real estate reassessments -- to 
create a peaceable kingdom where 
standard Metro and public services like 
smooth and passable streets and side-
walks, garbage and recycling services, 
storm and sanitary sewerage removal, 
clean water and a fire and crime-free 
neighborhood are delivered in exchange 
for your investment. Then when the 
UNEXPECTED occurs, we can’t help 
but feel disappointed! 
    Indeed sometimes Metro sanitation 
crews miss a pickup and storms bring 
down trees that block the street, para-
lyzing snow and ice storms make our 
streets barely passable, deluges of rain 
cause backups and aging infrastructure 
fails. And much worse, our peace is 
disturbed by crime or disaster right 
where we live.   
    My office inevitably gets involved 
when things don’t go right. My aide and 
I work as hard as we can to get your 
daily life back to “normal.”  Through 
successive seasons though, we operate 
from a long view knowing that like the 
farmer who hopes for an abundant crop, 
some things are beyond our control and 
problems may take some time to re-
solve. Our relationship is a civic com-
pact where trust, good faith and pa-
tience help.      
 

    The last ditch effort of local preserva-
tionists to give Landmark status to the 
Old Water Company Building may yet 
keep parts of it standing. Other build-
ings on the city block turned over to 
Omni’s new hotel have already been 
razed. One has to lament the fact that 
this tactic came so late to the negotia-
tions. 
    Discussions between Metro govern-
ment planning officials, Omni develop-
ers, and a handful of local preservation 
officials dragged on and on, giving both 
hope and disappointment to those who 
take pride in the city’s heritage. All 
Louisvillians are vested  in the project  
as $0.48 of every $1. proposed to be 
spent on the project will come from 
taxpayers. 
    Of the structures that stand in the way 
of Omni’s vision for our future, the Old 
Water Company Building, erected in 
1910, has the most significant, architec-
tural, historic and symbolic value to the 
River City. One must agree that  a 
building is not “saved” by becoming a 
pile of rubble in a corner of a ware-
house with only “promises” that its fa-
çade will be patched together again. 
     What to do next? We can hang our 
heads and count recent trials and set-
backs in city planning as “just the way 
it is now.” Or we can try to figure out 
how to use resources available to im-
prove the outcome for historic buildings 
or districts in the future. 
    There is a better way. What we are   
missing is a process that recognizes 
what is valuable in neighborhoods 
throughout Metro Louisville. There has 
never been a general effort to identify 
throughout the area buildings that are 
eligible for the National Register. 
     Not every building needs to be given 
Landmark status. A dialogue would 
give the community an opportunity to 
discuss what is revered among a range 
of historic buildings and prioritize 
which ones might be worth distinguish-
ing. 
     The first step is coming up with a 
list. Much information is already availa-
ble in existing files and surveys. Plan-
ners need the directive and the time to 
organize information that can provide 
the basis for a conversation. The co-
munity must then weigh in on what it 
believes to be important. 

    When buildings are Landmarked, 
there won’t be questions about which  
need to be preserved or about how pro-
posed construction should reflect the 
history of a neighborhood. 
    Among the lessons learned from this 
engagement with Omni and the city 
planners is that interested community 
members should take a more proactive 
approach. Don’t react to challenges 
only as they occur.  Instead let’s have 
discussions ahead of time. Who among 
you would be interested in taking part in 
this dialog? Let us know by letter or 
email to the CTA office (addresses 
above). 
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in the yard, crank open her window, 
and say, ‘Mary, you're spending too 
much money on my house!’” 
    As a designer, Mary says that her 
“...whole philosophy of design is that 
space is to be used.”   

    Mary and John have worked with 
contractor Mike Sutton of Sutton Clas-
sic Renovations. All of their additions 
and updates honor the original architec-
tural features of the home and blend 
seamlessly. For instance, the master 
bedroom addition has original pine 
floors that Mr. Sutton harvested from 
the pine flooring in the attic. 
    The original dark oak beams in the 
living room ceiling and stucco walls are 
referenced in the just completed adja-
cent screened porch. Original French 
windows in the front of the 
house were painstakingly 
reproduced in the rear of the 
house and in the dining room. 
The French doors create light, 
airy rooms.   
    Mary and John's home cap-
tured the attention of the Fil-
son Club which presented the 
residence on its Tour of Dis-
tinctive Homes. Their home 
is also featured in the book, 
Behind Closed Doors II by 
June Tafel. 
    The home reflects the re-
laxed and warm style of Mary 

and John. The art reflects their travels 
and support of Kentucky artists. They 
have paintings from Cuba and a fire 
screen and master suite balcony railing 
made by Kentucky blacksmith and met-
al artist Matt Maynard.  
    Part of the pleasure in being a guest 
at the Cherokee Triangle Fall Member-
ship Party on Oct. 10 from 7-10 p.m. 
will be enjoying the setting of John and 
Mary’s home.  
    The Autumn Party is free for mem-
bers current 

Continued From Page 1 

Membership Party to be Held at the ‘Mews’ 

The venue for this year’s membership party features an addition with a Romeo and Juliet balcony on the second floor 
 (Photo by Jerry Grasch) 

Continued on page  5 

  

page 3 
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 Explore Cave Hill,  “a Museum Without Walls” 

     
 

    Gwen Mooney, the new president of Cave Hill Cemetery, 
invites everyone to explore what she calls “a museum with-
out walls.”  
     The Board of Directors has tasked Mooney with strate-
gic planning and “setting Cave Hill up for the future.” She 
estimates that the cemetery has 70 to a 100 years of burial 

space available in its 296 acres. “Since space in each sec-
tion was not exhausted before new areas were opened, there 
are pockets of land in most every section that can be uti-
lized as well as a large area in the rear of the property that 
has yet to be developed.” 
    In this location, where Lexington Road and Grinstead 
Drive converge with Etley Avenue, Mooney hopes to build 
a “customer service center” to offer information about Lou-

isville history and genealogy. After all, like a walk of fame, 
prominent citizens lie at the visitor’s feet.  The building 
would be a place for funeral receptions and would provide a 
meeting room for school groups -- such as Bellarmine’s 
painting students and Collegiate’s science classes on field 
trips. The new president emphasizes Cave Hill’s mission to 
welcome and educate. 
    Mooney says when she was first approached by the 
Board of Directors in their nationwide search, she had no 
intention of leaving her former post as a senior officer of 
the Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati.  Spring Grove is 
a garden style cemetery similar in conception to Cave Hill, 
but encompassing almost three times the area, making it the 
second largest cemetery in the country.  She’d built Spring 
Grove’s first on-site funeral home, and was president of 
four other Gwen Mooney Funeral Homes in the city.  Cave 
Hill directors were persistent, and Mooney came to realize 
that she would “be their perfect fit.”  
     Mooney’s “23 years in the death care industry -- with 
experience restoring buildings, working in the cemetery 
business including sales, running a funeral home, even em-
balming” -- will serve her well in her many roles of com-
munity outreach.  
    When asked about her first impressions of Cave Hill and 
what makes the cemetery unique, she credits her predeces-
sor, Lee Squires, who retired after 41 years in May. She 
says Squires “was a master horticulturalist and can take 
credit for much of the layout and design of Cave Hill -- its 
trees and plant material. He picked out unique specimens 
that one doesn’t often see in the area. Nurseries even come 
to the cemetery to gather seeds from unusual, hard-to-find 
trees.” Unlike at Spring Grove and many other cemeteries 
with broad, clear avenues of grass, she points out that 
Squires brought the arboretum right up to the road, making 
“a maze of trees and plants.” When a tree comes down, 
staff is committed to plant another to replace it. She re-
marks that plantings are always changing. The grounds also 
provide a home to 24 trees that represent the largest exam-
ples of their species in the Commonwealth. 
     The many trees that line the avenues help to set a pace -- 
slowing down traffic and time enough for contemplation 
and for framing new perspectives. Mooney lists the hilly 
terrain, narrow, winding roads and lack of a driving shoul-
der as reasons why riding a bike in the cemetery could mix 
dangerously with funeral processions. Biking is therefore 
prohibited. 

Gwen Mooney, President of Cave Hill. (Photo by James Millar) 

By James Millar 

Continued on page   5 
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Cave Hill– “a Museum without walls”  

A quiet garden nook in a corner of the back-
yard is a peaceful space, ready to greet Mem-

bership Party Guests. 

Continued from page 4 
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Continued from  page  3 

as of Oct. 2, 2015. Non-members are 
admitted at $50.00 per person or 
$75.00 per couple. Purchase of a Life-
time Membership for $200.00 grants 
free admission and a gift.   
   CTA members will enjoy this annual 
gathering, catching up with old friends 
and meeting some of their new neigh-
bors. 

Membership Party 
    “Of course the cave also makes the 
cemetery unique.” Mooney notes that the 
terrain “has tunnels all under it,” not just 
at the namesake grotto near the main 
lake. Geologists have studied the system 
including the more than 20 sink-holes, or 
“basins,” that lie throughout the property.  
Some have been filled in, some are still 
active, and all are monitored. Mooney 
relates the story of a maintenance worker 
a decade or so ago “who suddenly felt his 
tractor being pulled backwards and 
turned around to see that the trailer he’d 
been pulling was going down a hole in 
the ground.” The basins play an im-
portant role in the cemetery by collecting 
rainwater and rapidly draining runoff to 
the ponds. 
    Mooney proudly states that through 
grants and fundraising, Cave Hill spends 
roughly $200,000 a year to preserve its 
unique memorials. The Cave Hill Herit-
age Foundation was set up several years 
ago as a separate entity from the business 
of the cemetery, with the purpose of cor-
recting the damage that time and the ele-
ments have taken on its remarkable mon-
uments -- cleaning them of damaging 
black moss, repairing statuary and restor-
ing historic markers. The foundation also 
provides money for continuing the work 
of the arboretum and education pro-
grams. 
    Mooney lists the Satterwhite Memori-
al, the Tingley Fountain (restored in 
2004) and Elks Rest as some of her fa-
vorite spots. She also mentions the beau-
ty of the twin lakes overlook near the 
more recently established scattering gar-

dens. Mooney points out a quarry lake 
left in a wild state and visited by animals, 
and she notes that one can see downtown 
Louisville from the top of Section P near 
the grave of George Rogers Clark.  
    Cave Hill offers periodic guided walk-
ing tours as well as lectures and work-
shops (check the website for more infor-
mation). The cemetery is open daily from 
8 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. Walkers discovering 
their own favorite spots may find it easy 
to get lost in maze of familiar names and 
intriguing markers. Maps are available at 
the office. The solid white line leads to 
gates out. 
 

 A Call  For Trees 
    The CTA Tree Committee has funds 
from a matching MSD grant to plant 
trees. Triangle homeowners may re-
quest as many specimens as they have 
room to support. Recipients must only 
promise to provide simple care -- to 
water if rain is scarce and to protect 
trunks from damage caused by yard 
instruments.   
    This Canopy Restoration Project 
has already added 75 new trees to the 
neighborhood. The committee offers 
mainly hardy shade trees but also trees 
suitable for constrained spaces like 
easements. Contact Tree Committee 
Co-chair James Millar at 459-3960 to 
review the site and to talk about the 
species available. Selection of trees at 
the nursery will begin soon; planting 
takes place in early winter.   
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Meet a Triangle Neighbor Who Loves to Cook: 
Marnie Droppelman 

By Linda Neely 
    Cooking in Marnie Droppelman’s kitchen is like taking a 
quick trip to Italy. Her rapid-fire instructions about a dish 
come from years of repeating favorite recipes for her large, 
extended family. Friends call from around the globe to ask 
how she made something they enjoyed at her beautiful Steam-
boat Gothic home at Willow and Longest in the Triangle. 
    Marnie loves to plan meals and talk about Italy. A couple of 
times a year Marnie and a few of her many friends gather in 
her colorful kitchen to review well-loved recipes or try some-
thing new. 
    Amid copper pots hanging over the six-burner stove, they 
talk about whatever subjects come to mind. Marnie thrives on 
the chatter, she says, because “getting together, not the cook-
ing, is the most important thing.” Marnie wishes she could 
have everyone she treasures attend her small events. 
    She begins each morning with a pot of tea. When friends 
arrive today, she is zooming as they find seats around the 
butcher-block counter. She has pulled a bread loaf from her 
freezer, has another loaf rising in the oven and soon will begin 
new loaves. The aroma is delicious. Her baking items are 
handy unless one of her grandchildren has decided to play in a 
cupboard. On nearby shelves are hand-painted plates, bowls 
and special items collected on trips – so many trips to her fa-
vorite Italy that she doesn't know how many times she has 
been there. 
    “I’m not the guru of cooking,” Marnie tells friends perusing 
more than a dozen printed booklets she has put together for 
similar cooking events. She hands out copies of recipes on 
request. No one goes without sampling or without trying to 
make what Marnie is making. 
    “If you bake long enough, you know it’s not an exact sci-
ence,” she says when asked how much flour she uses. She 
saves some to slap on her hands before touching wet dough. 

“If the dough is too wet, add more flour to it.” 
She approaches “simple” items today, but she 
prefers to cook something challenging when she 
has the opportunity. When she cooks for her 
family on Sundays, she sometimes adds a new 
dish or two. 
     While traveling in France and Italy, she at-
tended brief cooking schools, but mostly she has 
learned to put large meals together by feeding 
her three adult daughters and husband Pat, an 
owner of Marine Sales and Service. There al-
ways is something going on at the Droppel-
man’s, who have lived in the yellow house for 
about 20 years. When weather permits, the Drop-
pelmans enjoy the gracious wrap-around entry 
porch or their lovely gardens. The home was 
built for attorney Julius Klein in 1898 and fea-
tures a prow-like gable rising to form a third 
floor.  
    Today Marnie has on her white chef’s jacket 
which she found years ago in France. “The thing 
about bread is you have 

Cherokee Triangle Neighbor Marnie Droppelman shares cooking 
experiences and insights with friends. ( Photo by Linda Neely) 

Continued on page  9 Booklet by Marnie Droppleman and Recipe (Photo by Linda Neely)  
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Metro Police Division 5 
 Welcomes New Commander 

Monica Orr 

(502) 271-5150  
(502) 451-1614  
(502) 693-8182  

monicaorr2419@gmail.com 

Direct Line 
Home 
Cell 

Browenton Place, Suite 140 
2000 Warrington Way 
Louisville, KY  40222 

  Business owners and merchants that 
advertise in the Cherokee Triangle 
Newsletter help make the publication 
you receive possible. 
    Please show your appreciation as 
you visit their stores or use their ser-
vices.  
  Advertisers include: 
    Sandy Phillips, Kentucky Select 
Properties; 
    Edenside Gallery; 
    Louisville Classical Academy; 
    PNC Bank, Victor Rowe; 
    Deanna O’Daniel, SelfSeek Hypno-
sis; 
    Francis Lee Jasper Oriental Rugs; 
    Monica Orr, Kentucky Select Prop-
erties; 
    Louisville Collegiate School; 
    Jim Phillips Restoration & Remodel-
ing; 
    Limbwalker Tree Co; 
    Joe Galbrath, State Farm; 
    Rateau Construction Company; 
    Mark Thompson, Thompson Invest-
ment Advisors, Inc.; 
    Linda and Jerry Grasch, Semonin 
Realtors; 
    Ruth Lerner, Lerner Law Office; 
    Zach Leonardo, Coldwell Banker, 
McMahan Co. 
     

Patronise  
Newsletter 
Advertisers 

By Nick Morris 

     Major Shara Parks has been named  
Commander of Division 5, which encom-
passes a number of neighborhoods, includ-
ing the Cherokee Triangle. 
    She joined the Louisville Division of 
Police in 2000 and served as a patrol of-
ficer and detective in the 2nd District. Post 
merger, Parks was selected to be a detec-
tive in LMPD’s 5th Division. She was pro-
moted to Sergeant in 2006, and supervised 
both patrol officers and flex detectives in 
the 4th Division. In 2007, Parks was pro-
moted to lieutenant. 
     Her roles included: adjutant to the As-
sistant Chief of Police, adjutant to the Dep-
uty Chief of Police, 3rd and 4th Division 
Patrol sector lieutenant, and 4th Division 
Patrol shift lieutenant.  She most recently 
served as the Commander of LMPD’s Pro-
fessional Standards Unit. 
    Major Parks was a member of the 
LPD/LMPD Honor Guard for 10 years.  Dur-
ing her tenure she served as both the Assistant Commander and Commander of the 
unit.  Major Parks is also a founding member of the Louisville Pipes and Drums.  In 
2014, she was appointed by Governor Steve Beshear to the Juvenile Justice Over-
sight Committee. 
    Major Parks received a Bachelor’s degree from Centre College where she com-
pleted a double major in Biology and Psychobiology. She also earned a Master’s 
degree in Clinical Psychology, from Mississippi State University.  In 2010, Major 
Parks graduated from the Southern Police Institute’s Administrative Officer’s 
Course.   
    Major Parks is married and has four children.   

Major Shara Parks   

2427 GLENMARY AVENUE     LOUISVILLE, KY 40204    LOUCOL.COM 

Thank you, Cherokee Triangle, for making us your neighborhood school for nearly 90 years!

To schedule a tour of our JK-12 classrooms, 
call 502.479.0340 or email Lynne Age 

at lage@loucol.com

First Round Application Deadline: 
December 18! 

MIDDLE & UPPER SCHOOL 
OPEN HOUSE
November 11

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

LOWER SCHOOL 
OPEN  HOUSE

October 15
8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Be a part of our next 100 years!
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By Judy Swanick 

We Have New Business Neighbors 
...For Goodness Crepes! 

    It all started several years ago when 
two coworkers took a break from their 
occupational therapy work at the Hazel-
wood Center to go on a snow-tubing vaca-
tion. While on this trip, the two young 
women, Abby Peak and Carrie Ramsey, 
stopped to eat at a crepe restaurant near 
Cincinnati. They enjoyed the restaurant so 
much, it sparked an idea: Why not bring 
delicious crepes to Louisville? 
    Upon returning home, Peak and Ram-
sey continued to ponder their idea.  Final-
ly, they determined what it would take to 
make this dream come true. As a first step, 
they went to the Small Business Develop-
ment Center and to Score, an organization 
devoted to fostering small business 
through mentoring and education. With a 
large amount of help from these two or-
ganizations and with their assigned men-
tor, For Goodness Crepes opened on Janu-
ary 2, 2015 -- after about a year and a half 
of planning. The restatrant, at 619 Baxter 
Avenue, has a friendly atmosphere with 
board games on the tables and brightly  

colored, festive artwork, which the owners 
created. The menu features nearly 40 
crepes in three categories: savory, break-
fast and dessert.   
    After taking such a huge occupational 
leap, Peak said there have been a couple 
of things that she didn’t anticipate. On the 
positive side, she didn’t realize how much 
fun she’d have interacting with customers.  
On the not-so-positive side, she didn’t 

fully grasp how much time running 
the business takes. 
    In looking back, Peak and Ram-
sey’s main reason for opening the 
restaurant was that they wanted to 
find a way to make people feel good; 
to make their day better. So, the next 
time you need a boost or a snack, 
consider taking a friend out for a deli-
cious strawberry shortcake or s’mores 
dessert, For Goodness Crepes! 

Interior, exterior  and  a yummy sweet crepe. (Photos  by  Judy Swanick) 
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to stick around,” she says about 
the need to be available during 
the several rises the dough must 
make before baking. “In the end, 
it has to be soft as a baby’s bum,” 
she says, as she pats a raw loaf.  
    Marnie seldom sits still and 
rarely lets a moment go by with-
out filling it. For example, while 
waiting for the dough to rise, she 
gleefully says “Let’s make some 
crepes.” She puts some eggs into 
hot water to warm them to room 
temperature for the batter.  
    She shows how to make a 
sweet filling and how to stuff the 
crepes with shrimp mornay she 
prepares in front of the group. 
There are many “ah’s” and 
“umms” as all the delicacies are 
eaten. 
    No one goes home empty-
handed as, according to another 
of Marnie’s favorite sayings, 
they’re “off like a herd of turtles.”  
 

Meet Marnie  

The Droppleman House exhibits Steamboat Gothic Style  Architecture. 
 (Photo by Linda Neely) 

Continued from page 6 
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State Farm Fire and Casualty Company • State Farm General Insurance Company • Bloomington, IL
State Farm Lloyds • Dallas, TXP088027  11/08

It’s no secret that remodeling your home can increase its value.
    When you’ve given your home a new look, protect it by
  taking a new look at your homeowners coverage, too.

statefarm.com®

Call me today for more information.

there?Are you

     Where REMODELING YOUR HOME
meets UPDATING YOUR COVERAGE…

Joe Gottbrath Ins Agcy Inc
Joe Gottbrath CPCU CLU, Agent
157 Thierman Lane
www.joegottbrath.com
Bus: 502-895-9463  Fax: 502-896-0429
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By Peggie Elgin 

Continued from  page 11 

The Devil is in the Details 
As Neighbor renovates Century-old House 

    Moving to an historic neighborhood like the Cherokee 
Triangle can be and often is a life-changing event, as long-
time resident Pete Kirven can attest.  He has made a life style 
of trying to replace antique woodwork or a window pane of 
wavy glass or repairing a roof with materials not readily 
available. 
    It’s a life many of us have accepted with project after pro-
ject, some big, some small. Caring for one’s unique old home 
is an ongoing endeavor, involving hands-on effort, help from 
neighbors, and the work of experts both near and far. 
    Kirven and his wife Diane embarked on such a journey 
nearly three decades ago.  Both are natives of historical Lou-
isville neighborhoods -- Pete hails from Crescent Hill and 
Diane from the Highlands. 
    They met, however, not in Louisville but in New York 
City where Pete began an advertising career (circa the Mad 
Man era) and Diane had a Wall Street financial career. When 
they decided to wed and begin a family, both wanted to 
move home. 
    Because they had just married, were new in town, had new 
jobs and were new parents, they set their sights on something 
nice and easy -- a ready-to-go house. But that is not exactly 
what happened. 

   A realtor showed them 29 houses. None filled the bill. 
When Diane noticed their present house on Willow Avenue, 
built in 1898 and at that time a duplex, she knew it was the 
one. Against the advice of a brother-in-law, an architect who 
cautioned them about the work involved in historic homes, 
they bought it. 
    They kept the tenants who occupied the second floor, 
which was in good shape, and began much needed work on 
the first floor. They made the dining room their bedroom. A 
small “Harry Potter cupboard” at the end of the hallway -- 8 
by 10 feet -- was perfect for the baby’s room. 
The mortgage payment approximately equaled what they had 
paid in rent in upper West Side New York. So with renters to 
help pay the mortgage, “we were thrilled to have this house,”  
Pete notes. 

Diane and Pete Kirven stand in front of their Cherokee Triangle home. 
(Photo By John Elgin) 

 

page 10 
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It did need significant updating, so the 
adventure began.  The question was where to start --- touch up 
paint or infrastructure repair, inside or outside work?  Renova-
tion soon became a way of life for the Kirvens. 
    Sometimes they found good deals, for instance when they un-
dertook the task of remodeling the kitchen. Pete had a cabinet 
maker as an advertising client and he made a brochure for their 
stock cabinet concept.  After the photo shoot, the cabinets be-
came “used” and “I got my cabinets for half price,” he notes.  
    When their second child arrived, the Kirvens needed more 
room and decided to return the house to single family status. 
With an eye toward reducing the cost of the project, Pete thought 
he would take on demolition himself. Sometimes, however, ef-
forts have unintended consequences. As he was prying some 
lathe and plaster off a wall, a chunk came loose “and smacked 
me in the mouth. I thought I lost all my front teeth,” he recalls. It 
was only one, but needless to say, the required dental work cost 
more than the savings he hoped to attain. 
    Kirven was able to customize the house to his family’s needs.  
He installed a second floor laundry. The bedrooms were moved 
upstairs and the baby’s room became an office on the first floor. 
They insulated a sleeping porch for a child’s bedroom and Pete 
built a back yard deck himself. 
    Some projects, such as painting and repairing copper gutters, 
were utilitarian. Other projects grew in complexity. In an attempt 
to repair a porch leak, for instance, he began work on the decora-
tive exterior shell and the arch upon which it was built. 
Neighbor Christopher Quirk offered advice. “It was no easy pro-
ject,” Kirven notes. He soon found the devil is in the details.  
    The shell is covered with tiny tiles called fish scales. The con-
tractor removed every tile – Kirven estimates perhaps as many as 
200 -- and numbered each one so that they could reassemble the 
puzzle and have all the pieces fit. (See photo, above right) The 
tiles are nickel-coated tin, which are soldered together. 

    The effort involved repairing the tongue-and-groove layer, 
which is designed to keep water out. The whole project ended up 
being one of Kirven’s costliest. A number of rusted tiles were 
replaced with custom-made pieces from a St. Louis manufactur-
er.  With the advice of Debra Richards Harlan, who worked for 

the Landmarks Commission, the Kirvens selected house 
paint colors and each tile was individually painted. 
    The Kirvens support the Landmarks process and have 
called upon Landmarks staff members for advice and to rec-
ommend experts. When caring for one’s own home use this 
link to get planning help available to the preservation com-
munity. Call 574-3501 or 574-6230 for  assistance. “They are 
there to help,” says  Pete. 

Restoration of an Historic Home 
Becomes a Way of Life for Cherokee Triangle Homeowners 

Continued from page 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Attractive bronze Century Mark-
ers are available.  With proof of 

your home’s age,  you can purchase 
one of these  

special plaques for $45. 
 Call Anne Lindauer at  

456-6139 if you would like to dis-
play one on your 100-year-old 

home. 

Detail  work behind the shell required painstaking effort to perfect 
the final restoration. (Photo By John Elgin) 

Decorative detail above the window, damaged by time and weather was an-
other feature that needed  historic expertise. (Photo by John Elgin) 
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    After twenty-three years of service to 
the Legal Aid Society, Executive Direc-
tor Jeff Been has announced his plans to 
retire. Been will complete his service in 
late 2015 or early 2016, when the new 
Executive Director will be in place. 
    A long-time resident of the Triangle, 
Been served as president of the CTA 
Board of Trustees in the 1990s and 
worked with CTA Fair officials to 
launch  the pre-fair Friday night Legal 
Aid Society Fund raiser that has been a 
part of the weekend festivities for many 
years. 
    Been joined the Legal Aid Society in 
Indiana in 1992 and has held a number 
in of positions in Kentucky, including 
the Director of the HIV/AIDS Legal 
Project and Associate Director. He has 
served as Executive Director for more 
than 10 years. 
    During his tenure, Been oversaw the 
move of the Legal Aid offices to a new 
building, a 30 percent increase in clients 
served annually, the creation of Legal 
Aid’s first endowment, more  than 15 
collaborative partnerships that have lev-
eraged federal funds to help clients on 
economic, housing or family law issues 
and more than $1.2 million in technolo-
gy grants to expand access  to legal ser-
vices for low-income clients. 
    Prior to joining Legal Aid, Been 
served as a law clerk in the U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District of Illi-

nois and as staff attorney for the  U.S. 
Court of appeals for the Seventh Circuit. 
He taught legal  writing at the Indiana  
University School of Law in Indianapo-
lis. While working at Legal Aid, Been 
taught a seminar course for many years- 
- Legal Problems of the Poor -- as an 
adjunct faculty member of the Brandeis 
School of Law, University of Louisville. 
    Been also serves or has served on 
many boards and commissions during 
his time with Legal aid, including  the 
Louisville Metro Human Relations 
Commission, Kentucky Access to Jus-
tice Commission, the Louisville Bar 
Association Board, the Metro United 

Way Board,  Community Action Part-
nership, Council for Agency Executives 
and Doctors and Lawyers for Kids.  
    “It has been an honor and privilege to 
work at the Legal Aid Society,” Been 
remarks. “During  law school many of 
us aspire to advance justice and do the 
right thing in our careers as an attorney. 
I appreciate Legal Aid fulfilling that 
dream for me. 
    “The clients of Legal Aid inspire all 
of us with their courage and fortitude. 
The attorneys, staff and volunteers of 
Leal Aid pursue justice every day. It is 
often demanding work that does not 
garner the spotlight, but it is work that 
advances families in crisis, empowers 
the disabled and protects those living at 
the margins who most need the protec-
tion of the law. I am deeply proud of  
my colleagues and the dedication they 
have to our clients.” 
    (Information supplied by Legal Aid 
Society, Meagen Peden Agnew and 
CTA office manager Lynne Lyndrup.) 

Investment Counsel 
Portfolio Management 
Registered Investment Advisor 
  
(502) 473-1000 
 
1000 Cherokee Road 
Louisville, KY 40204 

Jeff Been, of Legal 
Aid Society 
Announces  

Retirement Plans 

CTA Triangle 
 Association 

 
Phone 459-0250 
cherokeetrian-

gle@Bellsouth.net 
 Triangle   

www.cherokeetriangle.org 
 

Office Manager Lynne 
Lyndrup 

Webmaster-Tim Holz 

We welcome new annual and lifetime 
members of the  

Cherokee Triangle Association. 
    Maria Bowling of Willow Avenue, 

Annual. 
Danny and Patty Bowling of  
Dannywood Road, 40220, 

Annual. 
Kathy McClurkin of Greenland Park 

Circle, Shelbyville,  
Annual. 

Beavon Raymond of Bilsim Lane, 
40207 

Lifetime. 
Paul Visiosky of Hanover Lane, 40207, 

Annual. 
 

Mike and Lisa Pelle of Steering Springs 
Road, 40223, 

Annual. 
Greg and Amee Kent of Cherokee 

Road, 
Lifetime. 

Linda  Trautwein of Glenmary Avenue, 
Lifetime. 

Jason Peacock of Glenmary Avenue, 
Lifetime. 

Marcia King of Hollow Creek Road, 
Lifetime. 

Mark Robinson and Kathleen Kotcamp 
of Goddard Avenue, 

Annual. 
Liz Rourke of Edgeland Avenue, 

Lifetime. 

 
Welcome New CTA Members 
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Highlands-Shelby Park Library 
July-August 2015 

Senior Services 
Outreach for Older Persons – 1228 East 
Breckinridge Street – 459-0132 
Adult Day Center – call Director Denise 
Steilberg– 459-4887 
Shaffer Enrichment Senior Center – 2024 
Woodford Place –  485-0132 
 Meals on Wheels – 2000 Douglass Boule-
vard – 459-4887 
 
Childcare Centers  
  At St. Paul United Methodist Church – 
2000 Douglass Boulevard – 458-3045 
  At Douglass Boulevard Christian Church 
– 2005 Douglass Boulevard – 458-3045 
  At Eastern Star Court – 917 Eastern Star 
Court – 458-8723 
 
Individual and Family Assistance Pro-
gram (IFAP) 
 Dare to Care Food Pantry – 1228 East 
Breckinridge Street – 451-3626 
 Emergency Financial Assistance – 1228 
East Breckinridge Street – 451-3626 
 
Highlands Community Campus 
1228 East Breckinridge St. 
1229 Louisville, KY 40204 
Troy D. Burden, Executive Director 

Highlands Community 
Ministries 

 
 
 

CTA Triangle  
Association 

 
PO Box 4306  

Louisville,KY  

40204-0256 
 

Children 
 
Baby Storytime 
Thursday, Oct. 1,7, 8,  15, 22, 29,  10:15 
a.m. 
 
Roberta Brown, Queen of the Cold-
Blooded Tales 
Try listening to Roberta Brown, Queen 
of the Cold Blooded Tales,  
Ages 7 and up. 
Oct. 5, 4 p.m. 
 
Preschool Storytime 
Wednesday, Oct. 7, 21, 28,  10:15 a.m. 
 
Toddler Storytime 
Wednesday , Oct. 7, 14, Nov. 4, 10:15 
a.m. 
 
Shapes Preschool  Party 
Join us for snacks, stories, songs and a 
craft about shapes. 
Ages 3-5 
Saturday Oct. 24, 2 p.m. 
 
Not so Spooky Stories 
Join us for silly stories a out monsters, 
ghosts and goblins and ghouls. 
Ages 3-8 
Tuesday, Oct. 27, 7 p.m. 
 

Teens (Grades 6-12 unless listed 
Otherwise) 
 
Monday Party 
Games and Anime Club and more! 
Every Monday, 3 to 6 p.m. 
 
Superrman of the 1940s 
Come to the Outpost to watch and-
discuss Superman’s animated shorts of 
the 1940’s 
Oct.3, 3 p.m. 
 
Nightmare  Share 
Add your nightmares to the Outpost 
Nightmare Journal 
Saturday, Oct. 17, all day event. 
 
Halloween Makeup 
Get Ready for Halloween at the Teen 
Outpost. 
Saturday, Oct. 31, 3 p.m. 
 
Adult 
 
Forgotten math for Parents 
Fractions, integers and algebraic equa-
tions. 
Thursday, Oct. 8, 7 p.m. 
 
Computer Classes by Appointment 

 

 

 

Paid for by Lerner for Judge Committee| Facebook.com/LernerforJudge 
 

EXPERIENCE * KNOWLEDGE * FAIRNESS * DEDICATION 
 

 

A good judge has the insight and efficiency that comes from 
active court experience, knows the law, can fairly hear all sides, 
and is dedicated to just outcomes.  That is what I offer as 
candidate for District Judge. I appear in court for clients virtually 
every day, all day and have handled thousands of cases.  A 
graduate of the University of Kentucky College of Law 2000, I am 
currently a defense attorney, a past felony prosecutor for the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney, and started as Legal Aid attorney for 
HIV/AIDS Project. I know and understand the court, its workings, 
and the people who work and appear there.  I have a reputation 
among these people as knowledgeable, efficient, fair and willing 
to work for just outcomes. 
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Sunday, 
October 18th,

1PM – 5PM, 
Willow Park

Join us for this FREE event includ-
ing games, crafts, music, food, and 

more.

www.cherokeetriangle.org

The Cherokee Triangle Association presents the CTA

Fun for the 
WHOLE FAMILY!



Fall 
2015 

 Issue 

Cherokee Triangle Association 
PO Box 4306 
Louisville, KY 40204 


